
Goose Creek High School Summer Reading: ELA 1H 

Honors English I Summer Assignment – Defining Heroism  

During the first two weeks of school, students will take part in a seminar/writing assignment to 
discuss themes in English Honors I – i.e. heroic traits and circumstances. In order to prepare for 
this, students will complete the following reading assignment which is to read ONE of the 
following novels. Notes should be taken on theme, character, and important events. It may be 
beneficial to keep a dictionary with you while you read to decode words.   

1. All-American Boys by Jason Reynolds and Brendan Kiely 
A 2016 Coretta Scott King Author Honor book, and recipient of the Walter Dean Myers Award for 
Outstanding Children’s Literature. 
In this New York Times bestselling novel, two teens—one black, one white—grapple with the 
repercussions of a single violent act that leaves their school, their community, and, ultimately, the country 
bitterly divided by racial tension. 
 

2. Tell Me Three Things by Julie Buxbaum 
Everything about Jessie is wrong. At least, that’s what it feels like during her first week of junior year at 
her new ultra-intimidating prep school in Los Angeles. It’s been barely two years since her mother’s death, 
and because her father eloped with a woman he met online, Jessie has been forced to move across the 
country to live with her stepmonster and her pretentious teenage son, and to start at a new school where she 
knows no one. 
 
Just when she’s thinking about hightailing it back to Chicago, she gets an email from a person calling 
themselves Somebody/Nobody (SN for short), offering to help her navigate the wilds of Wood Valley High 
School. Is it an elaborate hoax? Or can she rely on SN for some much-needed help? 
 
In a leap of faith—or an act of complete desperation—Jessie begins to rely on SN, and SN quickly becomes 
her lifeline and closest ally. Jessie can’t help wanting to meet SN in person. But are some mysteries better 
left unsolved? 

3. Code Talker: A Novel About the Navajo Marines of World War Two by Joseph Bruchac   

Throughout World War II, in the conflict fought against Japan, Navajo code talkers were a crucial part of 
the U.S. effort, sending messages back and forth in an unbreakable code that used their native language. 
They braved some of the heaviest fighting of the war, and with their code, they saved countless American 
lives. Yet their story remained classified for more than twenty years. 
 
But now Joseph Bruchac brings their stories to life for young adults through the riveting fictional tale of 
Ned Begay, a sixteen-year-old Navajo boy who becomes a code talker. His grueling journey is eye-opening 
and inspiring. This deeply affecting novel honors all of those young men, like Ned, who dared to serve, and 
it honors the culture and language of the Navajo Indians. 
 

4. Call of the Wild, Jack London 
Life is good for Buck in Santa Clara Valley, where he spends his days eating and sleeping in the golden 
sunshine. But one day a treacherous act of betrayal leads to his kidnap, and he is forced into a life of toil 
and danger. Dragged away to be a sledge dog in the harsh and freezing cold Yukon, Buck must fight for his 
survivial. Can he rise above his enemies and become the master of his realm once again? 
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5. The House of the Scorpion, Nancy Farmer 
Matteo Alacran was not Born; He was Harvested. His DNA came from El Patron, lord of a 
country called Opium -- a strip of poppy fields lying between the United States and what was once 
called Mexico. Matt's first cell split and divided inside a petri dish. Then he was placed in the 
womb of a cow, where he continued the miraculous journey from embryo to fetus to baby. He is a 
boy now, but most consider him a monster -- except for El Patron. El Patron loves Matt as he 
loves himself, because Matt is himself. As Matt struggles to understand his existence, he is 
threatened by a sinister cast of characters, including El Patron's power-hungry family, and he is 
surrounded by a dangerous army of bodyguards. Escape is the only chance Matt has to survive. 
But escape from the Alacran Estate is no guarantee of freedom, because Matt is marked by his 
difference in ways he doesn't even suspect. 
 

6. I Am the Messenger, Markus Zusak 
Ed Kennedy is an underage cabdriver without much of a future. He's pathetic at playing cards, 
hopelessly in love with his best friend, Audrey, and utterly devoted to his coffee-drinking dog, the 
Doorman. His life is one of peaceful routine and incompetence until he inadvertently stops a bank 
robbery. 
That's when the first ace arrives in the mail. That's when Ed becomes the messenger. Chosen to 
care, he makes his way through town helping and hurting (when necessary) until only one 
question remains: Who's behind Ed's mission? 
 

7. Lord of the Flies, William Golding 
At the dawn of the next world war, a plane crashes on an uncharted island, stranding a group of 
schoolboys. At first, with no adult supervision, their freedom is something to celebrate. This far 
from civilization they can do anything they want. Anything. But as order collapses, as strange 
howls echo in the night, as terror begins its reign, the hope of adventure seems as far removed 
from reality as the hope of being rescued. 
 

8. Silver Like Dust, Kimi Cunningham Grant * 
Kimi’s Obaachan, her grandmother, had always been a silent presence throughout her youth. 
Sipping tea by the fire, preparing sushi for the family, or indulgently listening to Ojichan’s 
(grandfather’s) stories for the thousandth time, Obaachan was a missing link to Kimi’s Japanese 
heritage, something she had had a mixed relationship with all her life. Growing up in rural 
Pennsylvania, all Kimi ever wanted to do was fit in, spurning traditional Japanese culture and her 
grandfather’s attempts to teach her the language.But there was one part of Obaachan’s life that 
fascinated and haunted Kimi—her gentle yet proud Obaachan was once a prisoner, along with 
112,000 Japanese Americans, for more than five years of her life. 

 
 

* Indicates a nonfiction title  


